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OUR  WORK— 

Missionary   Service  to  the  World 

By  STEPHEN    L.   RICHARDS    of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered   at  the   Saturday   morning  session  of  the  116th  semi-annual  general 
conference,  October  6,   1945,  in  the  Tabernacle. 


WK  stand  on  the  threshold  of  a  new 
(hi\'.  We  look  out  into  the  morn- 
ing and  see  the  rays  of  the  rising-  sun  tint 
the  sky  with  the  hopes  of  humanity 
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see  some  ckmds  also,  harbingers  of  storm, 
but  the  forecast  is  "  generally  fair  for  a 
season."  So  we  go  back  to  our  work — 
back  where  the  black  night  of  war  overtook 
us  nearly  a  half-dozen  vears  ago.       It  has 


been  a  long  night  and  our  work  has  been 
retarded,  but  good  sentinels  have  kept  the 
watches  and  safeguarded  our  establish- 
ments. \ow  in  the  daylight  of  peace,  we 
go  back  to  our  work. 

We  know  our  work.  It  is  laid  out  for 
us  by  the  Master  Builder.  We  have  full 
and  complete  plans  and  specihcations,  and 
we  have,  in  g^od  measure,  t(X),  the  tools 
and  equipment.  Perhaps  we  could  use  a 

little  more  modern  equipment,  and  the  tools 
may  neetl  reconditioning  and  polishing,  but 
a  sufliciencv  is  available,  and  we  can  begin 
our  work  again. 

I'he  work  is  not  new  to  us.  W C,  :iiid 
our  predecessors,  have  carried  it  t\)rward 
for  more  than  a  hundred  years.  It  was  the 
first  enterprise  undertaken  by  those  of 
sacred  memory  who  initiated  the  lofty  cause 
to  which  we  give  our  allegiance.  So  soon 
as  the  first  revelation  of  the  latter  days 
came  to  them,  they  lost  no  lime  in  carrying 
the  message  to  neighbours  and  adjacent 
communities.  When     the     Church     was 

organized,  they  accepted  most  literally  the 
revelation  that  its  mission  should  be  to 
preach  the  gospel  "...  unto  every  nation, 
and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people." 
(D.  and  C.  133:3")  That  was  their  work. 
In  their  f>overty  and  weakness  they  accepted 
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il  wiili  such  boldness  and  enthusiasm,  I'orli- 
Uidc  antl  sacrifice,  as  history  has  seldom 
recorded. 

Their  laith  and  conlidence  v\ere  mar\el- 
lous.  They  trusted  God,  and  they  cHd  not 
liust    in    \ain.  They   knew    that   he   had 

said  that  "  I  lu;  weak  things  ,ol;  the  world 
shall  come  foiih  and  break  down  the  mighty 
and  strong  ones,"  (D.  and  C.  i  ng)  and 
that  ".  .  .  the  I'ulness  of  my  gospel  jiiight 
be  proclaimed  by  the  weak  and  simple  unto 
the  ends  of  the  world,  and  before  kings  and 
rulers."    (D.    and    C.     i  :i!3.)  With    this 

assurance  our  forebears  went  forth.  They 
assumed  their  obligation,  and  it  superseded 
everything  else.  Families  were  left  with- 
out a  c(Mnpetence,  ofttimes  in  the  care  ol 
relati\es  and  neighbours  and  friends. 
Businesses  were  sacrificed.  Such  accumu- 
lations as  they  had  were  expended  for  the 
cause.  If  I  were  asked  to  name  the  out- 
standing, distinctive,  organized  accom- 
plislmient  of  the  restored  Church  of  Christ 
in  the  last  century  I  would  without  hesita- 
tion set  forth  its  phenomenal  missionary 
labours.  Nothing  more  truly  characterizes 
the  altruism  of  the  gospel  that  it  teaches  : 
nothing  more  deeply  signifies  the  devotion 
and  sincerity  of  its  members. 

The  enormous  cost  of  the  service  has 
been  widely  distributed,  shared  by  nearly 
every  family  in  the  Church.  Many  families 
have  sent  forth  more  than  one  missionary, 
and  not  infrequentlv  has  a  home  kept  one 
or  more  missionaries  in  the  field  continu- 
ously for  ten  or  a  dozen  years,  sometimes 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  I  know  of  no 
way  of  securing  comparable  data  from  other 
religious  bodies,  but  I  venture  the  assertion 
that  no  other  church  at  any  period  in  his- 
tory for  a  century  of  time  has  ever  given 
to  missionarv  service  such  a  proportion  of 
its  membership  and  its  available  resources. 

For  a  hundred  years  there  were  two 
armies  constantly  on  the  march,  an  army  of 
missionaries  outbound  from  Zipn  carrying 
the  banner  of  gospel  peace  and  liberty,  and 
an  inbound  army  of  free  and  happy  people, 
faith  and  hope  shining  in  every  face,  seek- 
ing the  shelter,  the  inspiration,  and  the 
glorious  opportunities  of  a  divinely  ap- 
pointed society.  Contingents  of  these 
armies  have  passed  on  almost  every  high- 
way of  the  world — in  the  Statee — from  the 


Americas  north  and  soulh,  up  and  down  the 
devious  v\altrs  of  the  Mississippi  where 
missionaries  of  the  early  (la\s  like  Brigham 
and  Heber,  and  W'illard  and  Parley,  and 
i'^astus  went  on  llalboats  to  embark  on 
slow  sailing  vessels  on  their  long  tedit)us 
voyages  io  their  fields  in  Britain,  Scandi- 
navia, and  the  continent ;  across  Europe  to 
the  land  of  the  Arab  and  the  Turk  and  on 
into  far-off  India,  over  the  broad  expanse  of 
the  Pacific  to  and  from  Hawaii  and  the  dis- 
tant isles  of  the  South  Seas.  As  the 
missionaries  have  passed  the  immigrants  in 
these  great  countermarches  cJf  the  centur\' 
which  has  gone,  whether  in  their  ships  at 
sea  or  as  they  paused  to  clasp  hands  in 
their  weary  trek  across  the  prairies,  one  can 
fancv  their  salutations,  not  always  spoken 
perhaps  but  e\er  in  their  hearts,  the 
missionaries  say,  "  We  go  to  carry  the 
bospel."  "  Thank  God  we  have  it,"  the 
couA-ert  replies,  and  then  adds,  "  we  will 
follow  you  later."  .So  indeed  they  have  in 
one  heroic  round ;  missionary  to  convert, 
then  convert  to  missionary.  Great  has 
been  their  gift ;  generously  have  the_\' 
given. 

What  has  been  given?  \\'hA-,  to  every 
man  what  he  needed.  To  the  poor,  they 
who  are  so  many,  the  gospel  of  thrift ;  to 
the  rich,  who  are  so  few%  the  gospel  of 
giving ;  to  <:he  intemperate,  the  gospel  of 
self-control;  to  the  indolent,  the  gospel  of 
work  ;  to  the  militant,  the  gospel  of  peac.e  ; 
to  the  downcast,  the  gospel  of  hope;  to  the 
ignortant,  freedom  from  superstition;  to  the 
cynical  and  the  wavering,  a  satisfying 
philosophy  ;  to  the  sinner,  the  gospel  of  re- 
pentance ;  and  to  all  —  faith,  security, 
idealism,  happiness — and  exaltation. 

Is  it  difficult  then  to  discover  the  urge 
whicih  has  made  possible  this  remarkable 
missionary  achievement?  I  think  it  is  not. 
Such  gifts,  such  faith,  such  vital  endow- 
ments ai-e  highly  esteemed  by  man.  They 
enrich  his  life.  They  enlarge  his  heart  and 
fill  him   with  gratitude.  He  thanks  God 

and  shews  to  express  his  gratitude  in  terms 
of  devotion  and  service.  He  sees  no  ser- 
vice comparable  to  that  of  giving  to  others 
the   boon    that    he   enjoys.  So   he   goes, 

forth,  not  grudgingly,  not  merely  out  of  a 
painful  sense  of  duty,  but  cheerfully,  eagerly 
(Continued   on   page   16.) 
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Living  Worthily — 

The  Duty  Of  Latter-Day  Saints 

By  MATTHEW  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered   at  the   Friday   afternoon  session  of  the   ilGth   semi-annual  general 
conference,  October  5,  1945,  in  the  Tabernacle. 


I  X  the  year  i<jyj,  down  in  New  Zealand, 
*  we  had  a  very  destructive  flood.  In 
that  flootl  there  were  twenty-two  white  men 
drowiK'd.  They  were  working  on  a  rail- 
wa}-  lini'  that  was  being-  ct)nstructed.  There 
were  a  hu^ge  number  of  nal:ive  young  men 
working  on  the  same  hne.  Not  one  lo.st 
his  \\\\\  At  the  inquest  that  was  hekl,  one 
of  our  young  natives  was  asked  if  he  could 
s^ive  a  reason  why  no  natives  had  lost  their 
lives  and  onlv  white  men  had  suffered.  He 
said,  "  Ves.  The  white  men  ran  for  their 
monc}' ;  we  ran  for  our  lix'es.'' 

I  feel  al  this  moment  like  those  nati\es  : 
Irom  now  on  I  will  be  running  for  ni\  life, 
rather  than  for  mone}-. 

If  there  is  anyone  here  or  within  tin- 
sound  of  m\-  voice  whom  I  ha\e  ever 
offended,  either  in  mv  professional  career, 
in  m\  political  activities,  mv  religious  ser- 
A'ice,  or  in  my  social  conduct,  I  plead  hum- 
bly for  forgiveness.  I  know  that  God  does 
i^;Ot  look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree  of 
allowance ;  nevertheless,  he  that  repents 
;ind  does  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  forgiven.  The  Lord  will  forgive 
whom  he  will  forgive,  but  as  for  us  it  is 
required  that  we  forgive  all  men.  I  appeal, 
humbly  and  sincerely,  for  forgiveness  of  all 
my  offences  agauist  my  fellow  men. 

When  I  was  called  to  preside  over  the 
New  Zealand  Mission  in  1938,  that  call  was 
much  greater  than  anv  aspiration  I  had  ever 
had  for  ecclesiastical  preference.  I  have 
never  sought,  neither  have  I  refused,  any 
call  that  has  ever  come  to  me  within  the 
endowing  power  of  the  priesthood  of  God. 
I  appeal  also  to  you,  to  sustain  me  in  this 
l)osition.  If  I  am  sustained  b}-  you,  the 
body  of  the  Church,  I  am  sure  that  I  will 
be  able  to  go  about  doing  good.  If  you 
ilo   not  sustain   me,   heaven  help  me. 

I  sustain,  here  and  now,  the  Authorities 
of  this  Church,   from  the  highest  unto  the 


least.  I  have  known  President  George 
Albert  Smith  all  the  days  of  my  life.  I 
ha\e  had  the  arms  of  his  father  about  me 
in  my  childhood  and  in  my  early  youth.  I 
have  had  his  arms  about  me  in  m\ 
maturity.  I  think  it  was  he  who  set  me 
apart  from  ni}-  first  mission.  He  married 
me  to  my  good  wife.  He  t(jok  me  upon 
Jiiy  secontl  mission — and  now  this  I  It 
seems  that  all  the  difficulties  that  have  ever 
confronted  me  in  life  he  is  responsible  lor. 
[  Laughter.] 

I  thank  God,  my  brothers  and  sisters  and 
friends,  that  I  was  reared  in  a  good  home. 
I  thank  God  that  in  that  home  I  was  taught 
that  it  was  more  important  to  be  moral  than 
to  be  careful,  that  I  was  taught  from  the 
days  of  my  youth  to  honour  the  priesthood 
of  Almighty  God.  I  was  frequently  told, 
as  were  the  rest  ol  the  members  of  my 
family,  by  our  father,  that  .  if  there  ever 
came  a  time  or  an  occasion  to  choose  be- 
tween loyalty  to  him  and  loyaltv  to  the 
priesthood  of  God,  always  choose  loyalty  to 
the  priesthood  of  Ciod.  I  thank  God  that 
such  an  occasion  never  arose. 

I  bear  my  testmiony  to  you  that  Ciod 
lives,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  and  is  a  prophet  of  God,  that 
these  men  who  have  been  called  to  build 
upon  the  foundation  of  him  who  stood  at 
the  opening  of  the  dispensation  of  the  ful- 
ness of  times  have  builded  well  upon  that 
foundation  and  are,  therefore,  worthy  to  be 
sustained  as  prophets,  seers,  and  revelators 
of  the  Most  High. 

God  grant,  mv  brothers  and  sisters  and 
friends,  that  I  may  sustain  you.  ^ Ou  are 
the  members.  The  onlv  aspiration  I  ha\e 
had  in  life  has  been  to  be  a  good  and 
honourable  member  of  the  Church,  and  now 
in  having  been  called  to  this  position,  I 
promise  you  that  I  will  not  lose  sight  of 
(Continued  on  page  19.) 
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WHY  YOUTH    SHOULD  PRAY 

(Kxcerpts  from  a  talk  given  by  H.  Lanion  Newbert  at  a  recent  quarterly  conference  of 
the  Reno  Stake.       Lamon  is  a  teacher  in  the  Portola  Branch.) 


THIiRM  ail.'  many  reasons  why  youtli 
should  pra}-.  I  ain  going  to  mcnlion 
but  three  of  theni. 

First :  Prayer  is  a  greal  sourtx-  of  wis- 
dom. 'I'lie  Bible  says:  "  It'  an\'  of  \  ou  lack 
wisdom  lei  him  ask  of  (Jod  that  givelh  to 
all  men  liberalK  and  upbraideth  not  and  it 
shall  be  gixen  him."  This  scripture  first 
prompted  the  y  outhful  Joseph  Smith  to 
pra\  lor  wisdom.  One  of  the  greatest 
visions  we  ha\e  an\  record  of  was  the 
result    of   that    praxer.   ■ 

Second  :  Pra\er  is  a  source  of  moral 
strength  against  temptation.  Chirst  once 
said:  "  Watch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  not 
into  lemptalion  ;  the  spirit  indeed  is  willing' 
but  the  flesh  is  weak."  This  advice  is  as 
good  for  \oulh  as  for  older  persons.  The 
\-outh  of  to-day  is  subjected  to  more  evil 
temptation  than  ever  before.  If  we  are  to 
resist  evil  and  keep  ourselves  morally  clean 
we  need  the  strength  which  Christ  promises 
will  come  to  those  who  pray. 

Third  :  Pra}  er  can  furnisli  }Outh  with 
physical  protection.       Only  recently,  ha\e  I 


had  a  personal  experience  which  gives  proof 
of  this  statement.  In  my  home  it  is  regu- 
lar practice  for  the  family  to  kneel  in  prayer 
each  morning  and  evening.  Along  ex- 
pressions of  thankfulness  to  a  kind  and 
lo\ing  Heavenly  Father,  ue  also  ask  for 
physical   protection.  One   day   at   school 

when  I  ordinarily  would  have  gone  with 
m\'  friends,  they  drove  away  without  me. 
A  few  minutes  afterwards  they  had  collided 
with  another  car.  It  was  a  terrible  crash. 
No  one  ^\■as  seriously  injured,  but  it  is  my 
belief  that  it  could  have  been  quite  possible 
that  had  I  been  in  that  car,  I  might  have 
been  the  one  to  ha\  e  been  badly  hurt.  The 
Lord  through  simple  means,  is  able  to  give 
protection  when  we  pray  for  it. 

Dr.  Carl  G.  Maeser  once  said  :  "  You  can 
pray  best  when  }ou  feel  most  like  praying, 
but  \ou  should  pray  most  when  you  feel 
least  like  it." 

Prayer,  then,  is  a  source  of  wisdom,  of 
moral  strength,  and  a  great  source  of 
ph\  sical  protection. 

Dcseret  Xcius. 


Our  Work — From  p;ige  14. 

to  requite  the  supreme  blessing  of  his  lilc 
and  deriM'  new  and  surpassing  jo}-  in  the 
sharing  of  his  joy. 

I  thank  the  Lord  that  die  ardour  for  the 
service  has  not  dulled  with  the  passing  of 
time.  On  every  hand  I  see  evidences 
which  con\ince  me  that  the  members  of  the 
Church  love  to  proclaim  the  gospel.  Men 
wht)  cannot  go  ihemseUes  send  their  sons 
and  daughters.  W'idows  toil  and  scrimp  to 
keep  a  missionary  .  Girls  work  to  provide 
the  necessary  expense  for  their  brothers, 
young  husbands,  and  for  themselves. 
Quorums,  wards,  and  societies  contribute, 
and  occasionally  a  rich  man  opens  up  a 
generous  heart  and  maintains  a  half-dozen 
in  the  mission  field. 

Those  who  go  are  blessed,  and  the  homes 
and  communities  which  send  them  also. 
Crude  country  boys  from  the  farm  and  the 
range  have  been  exposed  to  the  education 


and  culture  of  extensive  travel  and  metro- 
politan life  in  great  cities.  Young  men  from 
the  cities  have  been  subjected  to  the  rigours 
of  the  most  primitive,  rural  life.  The  know- 
ledge, the  tolerance,  the  adventure,  the 
polish,  and  the  experience  which  worldwide 
travel  brings  have  been,  during  the  whole 
history  of  the  Church,  the  product  of  our 
missionary  system.  I  feel  sure  that  in  no 
other  communities  on  the  earth  is  the  per- 
centage of  those  who  have  "  seen  the 
world  "  so  large  as  in  the  villages,  towns, 
and  cities  of  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

Such  benefits,  however,  while  important, 
arc  but  incidental.  The  more  vital  results 
arc  deeper  than  enlarged  information  and 
polish.  The  fundamental  character  of  our 
manhood  and  womanhood  has  been  im- 
proved. Sacrifice  has  taught  self-control. 
Giving  has  made  for  generosity  as  it  always 
does.  Teaching  the  virtues  has  brought 

them  into  application,  and  high  spirituality 


FebruHiy,   1940. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


17 


has  inj^rained  testinioii)'  and  .soul  dcvt'lop- 
uH-nt.  The  i^eneral  up'-ift  in  all  standards 
ot  liviiii;  which  the  Church  has  biuuiih.  to 
its  adherents  is  in  no  small  measure-  dirertl} 
attributable  to  its  missionai'v  system.  How 
it    has   blessed   the   home!  Fathers    who 

ha\e  paid  and  prated;  mothers,  \vi\es, 
sisters,  and  sweethearts  who  ha\e  been 
anxious  and  worried  and  trut;.  Little  tots 
whose  lirst  lisped  prayers  haxc  been, 
"  Please,  God,  keep  our  missionary,"  ha\c 
made  the  home  a  sanctuary,  indeed,  the 
foundation  of  our  rehgious  Ufe. 

This  remarkable  missionary  work  has 
been  accomplished  b\  humble  men  and 
women.  Their  equipment  in  the  main  has 
not  been  the  training  ol  schools.  It  has 
been  .the  influence  and  discipline  of  yood 
homes.  Church  oriLjanization,  and  indi\i- 
dual     lestimonw  Their     testimonies     and 

their  lives  have  been  more  potential  than 
their  preachini^;-.  The  only  eloquence  they 
have  required  to  deliver  their  messag-e  is  the 
eloquence  of  the  message  itself  portrayed 
in  the  devotion  and  purity  of  their  li\es. 
They  have  never  had  to  rant  and  yell,  nor 
chant  and  sigh,  to  make  a  con\'er(;.  They 
have  carried  the  natural,  simple,  joyous 
jncssage  of  the  Christ  in  a  natural,  cheerful 
way.  \\'as  that  not  tlie  Saviour's  way? 
Did  he  not  ever  suit  the  lesson  to  tJie  oeople 
in  their  lang-uage  and  understanding?  Have 
we  an}-  e\'idence  that  he  employed  rituals, 
ministerial  garb,  and  sonorous  phrases  to 
make  it  impressive?  I  think  we  have  not, 
and  I  advance  as  a  worthy  arg-ument  for 
the  divine  authenticl\'  of  the  gospel  we 
l)ear,  the  manner  of  its  presentation  by  ihc- 
missionaries  of  the  'Church. 

What  these  ambassadors  of  the  Lord 
ha\  e  done  for  individuals,  families,  com- 
munities, and  nations  would  fill  books. 
A  million  hearts  swell  to-day  in  gratiUidc 
for  their  blessed  service.  A  man  contem- 
plates his  home,  the  loving  family  which 
surrounds  him,  his  prosperous  business,  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  the  fraternity  ol 
his  brethren  in  the  priesthood,  his  faith,  his 
contentment,  his  glorious  hopes  aiid  from 
the  depths  of  his  soul  he  cries,  "  God  bless 
the  missionarv  who  brought  me  this.'' 

So  this  is  our  work — to  spread  the 
restored  gospel  of  righteousness  and  peace 
throughout  the  world.  I  think  I  do  not 
need  to  make  a  case  for  the  need  of  it.     It 


seems  to  nie  that  experiences  of  the  last 
few  \ears  and  of  the  present  hour  ar'j 
sulHcient  to  con\  ince  every  obser\ant, 
thoughtful   person   of  that   need. 

Here  then,  in  the  respite  from  tiie  raxages 
of  war,  is  a  new  day  for  the  proclamation 
of  the  word  of  God.  New  and  more  ex- 
tended opportunities  are  forthcoming^.  New 
methods  of  transportation  and  communica- 
tion are  available,  and  I  can  but  think  that 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  our  gallant  boy.s 
who  have  contributed  so  much  to  the 
liberation  of  the  oppressed  f>eoples  of  the 
world  will  find  a  kindlier  reception  than  our 
missionares  have  ever  heretofore  enjoyed. 

Will  you,  m\-  brethren  and  sisters  in  the 
Church  of  Christ,  accept  the  challenge  of 
this  new  day?  Will  you  set  your  houses 
in  order,  temporally  and  spirituallv,  and 
send  forth  ambassadors  of  truth,  good  will, 
and  peace  to  a  destitute  worUl,  whose  need 
for  breatl  is  g-reat  but  whose  need  for  the 
"  bread  of  life  "  is  greater?  I  believe  )ou 
will.  It  believe  that  large  plumbers  of  our 
young  men  returning^  from  the  armed  ser- 
vices will  wish  to  fill  missions  before  enter- 
ing upon  post-war  employment.  When 
they  and  other  men  who  hold  the  priesthood 
can  be  relieved  from  the  exactions  which  the 
war  has  placed  upon  them,  the\-  will  want 
to  go  into  the  mission  field.  Then  many 
of  our  sisters  can  go  with  them  and  rentier 
service  under  the  protection  and  direction 
of  the  priesthood  of  God.  I  believe,  too, 
that  thousands  of  our  families  who  have 
been  blessed  with  comparative  affluence  in 
these  times  will  wish  to  devote  a  portion 
of  their  means  to  this  great  altruistic 
endeavour. 

What  a  blessing  it  will  be  to  our  mem- 
bers and  establishments  in  distant  lands  to 
welcome  the  missionaries  back  again,  and 
what  a. boon  it  will  be  to  all  people  every- 
where to  hear  the  pure  word  of  God  spoken 
by  his  appointed  servants.  "  How  beauti- 
ful upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  those 
that  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things,  .  .  . 
(D.  and  C.   uSruj.) 

God  bless  us,  my  people,  that  we  may 
ijike  up  our  work  again  with  resolution  to 
gi\c  generously  as  we  have  received 
generously,  I  humblv  pray,  in  the  name  of 
Lord,  Jesus  Chrst.       Amen. 

From  Improvement  Era. 
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Kchruaiv,    I'JKJ. 


THE  POWER  OF  FAITH 

By  LEVI   EDGAR  YOUNG  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy 

"  'I'litst    ill    tlic    1.1)1(1    « itli   all    tliiiu"   heart  ; 
Ami    lean    not    to   tliiix'   own    uiiderstaiidiuji. 
Ill   all   tliy  ways  ackiunv ifclge  Him, 
And    He   shall   direct    tli.v    paths.'' 

iPr()Vt'rl)s   ;}:1.) 


^^  \  !■]  ol  llic  mos!  inli-rt'Siiny  tliscussions 
^^  we  had  al  a  mccling  of  the  inission- 
aiic's  of  tile  l^nsis^n  and  iimigratiun  Slakes 
was  on  the  sul^jc-ci  ol  ihc  POWER  OV 
FAITH.  How  wisely  did  one  of  ihe  lady 
missionaries  express  a  thought  wlien  she 
said  :  "  Faith  inal<e.s-  us  give  oursehes  to 
God,  then  w c  lose  self-inaTesl  and  sell- 
seeking,  and  hate  and  en\\-."  "  P'aith," 
said  another,  "  brings  about  a  consecration 
of  our  li\es  to  religion."  All  were  agreed 
that  "  according  to  a  man's  faith  in  (iod, 
so  is  his  religion." 

Faith  in  God  is  the  crowning  characteris- 
tic of  a  great  man.  I-^aith  comes  as  a  result 
of  prayer;  prayer  ct)mes  as  a  result  of  faith. 
It  is  all  a  training  in  spiritual  qualifications. 
The  beautiful  story  told  b}-  Mark,  after  the 
Transfiguration,  of  the  little  epileptic  boy 
is  a  lesson  in  urgenc}-  of  faith.  When  Jesus 
and  his  three  disciples  returned  from  the 
mountain  top,  the  crowd  ran  toward  him, 
and  one  man,  a  father,  besought  his  heal- 
ing p(.)wer  on  behalf  o)  his  little  son. 
Brought  into  the  presence  of  Jesus,  the  boy 
had  a  violent  seizure  and  was  flung  to  the 
ground.  The  father  begged  him  to  do 
si:)mething  for  him,  and  noting  the  father's 
great  faith,  Jesus  rebuked  the  tmclean 
spirit,  and  the  boy  was  healed.  The  faith 
of  the  father  played  the  majt)r  part  in  the 
miracle.  .  .  .  Paul  in  speaking  about  his 
loyal  companion  Barnabas,  wrote  on  one 
occasion:  "  What,  when  he  came,  and  had 
seen  the  grace  of  (rod,  was  glad,  and  ex- 
horted them  all,  that  with  purpose  of  heart, 
they  would  cleaxe  imto  the  Lortl.  For  he 
was  a  good  man,  and  full  of  the  Hol\' 
Ghost  and  of  Faith."  One  of  the  greatest 
experiences  that  e\er  came  to  Paul  was 
just  after  he,  with  his  shipAvrecked  sailors, 
found  shelter  on  the  island  of  Melita,  in  the 
province  of  Sicily.  The  natives  hurried  to 
them  and  took  pit\-  on  them,  and  lighting 
a    fire    of    \ine-cuttings,    Paul    assisted    the 


peasants  in  bringing  wood,  and  did  not 
notice  thai  one  branch  which  he  was  about 
to  throw  into  the  fire  had  a  torpid  viper, 
which  was  suddenl}-  awakened  b\  the  heat. 
The  creature  clung  to  his  arms  and  sunk  its 
fangs  into  him.  Blood  spouted  from  the 
wound.  Paul  shook  ofl"  che  viper  int(j  the 
fire    and    went    on    wilh    his    work.  Soon 

after  the  chief  of  the  tribe  called  on  him  to 
help  his  father  w  hi)  la\  sick  with  fexer. 
I'aul  approached  and  laid  his  hands  upon 
the  old  man,  and  he  arose  cured. 

Down  through  the  ages,  the  historv  of 
man  is  a  history  of  faith  in  God.  Moses 
marched  to  the  promised  land  by  faith, 
.\braham  began  his  march  westward  wilh 
faith,  and  Joseph's  faith  brought  him  free- 
dom from  the  hate  of  an  Egvptian  pharaoh. 
Job  said:  "  I  ha\e  heard  of  thee  b\-  the 
hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eve  seeth 
thee."  Daniel  plead  for  "  courage  and 
faith  in  God,"  and  John  the  Baptist  testi- 
fied that  one  cometh  "  who  is  mightier  than 
I."  Dante  declared  that,  "  faith  and  line 
conquereth  all  hate  and  all  wrong."  (ialileo 
agreed  with  Copernicus  that  the  "  stars 
point  to  the  throne  of  (rcxl,  and  through 
faith,  the  stars  shall  be  known,  and  the  sun 
and  the  motMi."  "  The  onlv  compass  that 
Columbus  had  was  faith,"  sa\s  .Santayana, 
and  \\'ashington  declared  that  through 
"  faith  I  approach  the  throne  of  God."  In 
liis  second  inaugural,  Lincoln  said  with 
pathetic  solemnity  :  "  \\'ith  malice  toward 
n(jne,  with  charitv  for  all,  with  firmness  in 
the  right  as  God  g-ives  us  lo  see  the  right. 
.  .  ."  The  faith  of  a  child,  a  little  boy, 
caused  (iod  to  open  the  heaveps  to  him  and 
the  world,  when  lie  went  into  the  woods  to 
pray,  and  diA'ine  faith  to-day  "keeps  men 
close  to  their  Maker.  How  true  are  the 
words  of  the  first  English  missionar\-  to  the 
.American  Indians:  "  Work  with  faith  in 
fesus  Christ   can  accomplish  anvthing." 

Desercl  Xcws. 


Kebruiiiv,  1946. 
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HOT     DRINKS 


IX  ('(jiinccLiun  witli  ihc  Bcjlh  suction  of  ihc 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  I  have  wondered 
if  X'eise  (j,  which  reads,  "  Hot  drinks  arc 
not  for  the  body,"  includes  cocoa  and  hot 
chocohile,  as  well  as  coffe  and  tea. 

With  reference  to  the  drinking-  of  cijcoa, 
ihe  First  Presidency  has  recently  expressed 
themsehcs  as  follows  : — 

"  The  ["Irst  Presidency,  under  dale  of 
\\)\  eniber  lo,  1913  (the  Presidency  being' 
then  composed  of  President  josepli  F. 
Smith,  Anthon  H.  Lund,  and  Charles 
W.  Penrose),  replied  as  foilc)ws  lo  an  in- 
fjuir\-   similar  to  your  own  : 

The  drinking  of  coc-oa  and  chocolal<', 
as  it  is  ordinarily  indulged  in,  that  is,  with- 
oul  making  a  habit  of  it,  could  not  be  le- 
garded  as  breaking  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 
Hut  the  drinking  of  cocoa  and  cht)colalc  ma\ 
be  carrietl  to  such  an  extent  as  to  result  in 
great  bodily  harm,  and  this  of  course  wouUi 
hv  a  violation  of  the  rexelation  called  the 
Word  of  \\''isdom." 

"  President  Grant,  likewise  rciilying  lo  a 
letter  similar  to  vour  own,  wrote  on  October 

30.    "933: 

"  1  have  heard  a  greal  man}-  people  sa}-' 
I  hat  I  hey  did  not  think  that  cocoa  and 
chocolate  were  healthful  drinks,  and  some 
doctors  ha\e  said  it,  but  the  hot  drinks 
mentioned  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom  have 
idways  been  interpreted  to  mean  lea  and 
coffee,  because  that  was  ihe  declaration 
made  b_\-  H>-rum  SiT)ilh  prioi'  to  his  martyr- 
dom •  and  was  so  understood  b\-  old-time 
\au\-oo  people  with  whom  1  ha\  e  con- 
\ ersed. 

"  In  recent  vears  the  I^rethren  hiwv  I  rom 
lime  to  time  indicated  that  the  use  oC  ail 
habit-forming  drug's,  particularly  those  con- 
tainiiig-  caffeine  and  tlcrivatives  of  niorphine 
aie,  however,  taken,  contrar\-  to  ihe  spirit 
of  Ihe  W'ord  of  Wisdom. 

"  So  far  as  the  Word  of  Wisdom  ilsell 
is  ("oncerned  il  should  be  remembered  that, 
as  relating  to  your  question,  it  speaks  of 
'  hot  drinks  '  and  if  that  expression  is  to 
be  taken  at  its  face  value,  it  would  forbid 
Ihe  tlrinking  of  such  hot.  drinks  as  Sanka 
coftee,  barley  coffee,  and  even  abnoniially 
hot  water,  all  of  which  are  doubtless  in- 
jurious to  the  digestive  tract  and  to  the 
digestive  operations,  and  so  unwise.       One 


might  extend  this  also  lo  the  matter  of  very 
hot  soups. 

"  The  Brethren  feel  that  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  well  to  confine  the 
Word  of  W'isdom  to  the  things  mentioned 
therein'  under  the  interpre:ation  originally 
gi\en,  and  to  desig^nate  other  harmful  things 
as  unwise  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  the 
priniiple  which  underlie  the  Word  of 
W'isdom." 

(hnrcii  .VciL'.v. 

The  Duty  of  Latter-day  Saints — I'roin  page  15. 

ihal    other    aspiration.  The    greatest    call 

ill  ihe  Chui'ch  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  is  to  be  a  worthy  member.  Lvery 
worthy  member  of  this  Church  is  a  potential 
saxiour  upon  Mount  Zion  of  the  souls  ol 
men. 

In  conclusion,  1  thank  (iod  for  the  serxice 
Ihat  has  been  rendered  by  our  men  and 
women  in  ihe  armed  forces,  and  I  hcreb}' 
pledge  my  life  lo  the  ideals  of  government 
and  religion  for  which  they  have  offered 
their  all.  (iod  bless  you  and  God  bless 
me,  in  the  name  of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 

From   Iinf)r(>7'cniciit  Em. 
□    □  

Wherefore,  1,  the  Lord  God,  caused  that 
ho  should  be  cast  out  from  the  Garden  of 
Eden,  from  my  presence,  because  of  his 
ti-ansgression,  wherein  be  became  spiritvaUij 
(lead,  which  is  the  first  death,  wdiich  is 
spiritual,  which  shall  be  pronounced  upon 
the  wicked  when  T  shall  say:  l^epart,  ye 
cvu'sed. 

But,  behold,  I  say  unto  you  that  I  the 
Lord  God,  gave  unto  Adam  and  unto  his 
seed,  that  they  should  not  die  as  to  the 
temporal  death,  until  I,  the  Lord  God, 
should  send  forth  angels  to  declare  unto 
them  repentance  and  redemption,  through 
faith  on  the  'uime  of  mine  Only  Begotten 
Son. 

And  thur«  (lid  I,  the  Lord  God^  appoint 
unto  man  the  days  of  his  probation — that 
by  his  natural  death  he  might  be  raised  in 
immortality  unto  eternal  life,  even  as  many 
as  woidd  believe. 

T>.   and  C.   29:41-43. 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


I  ransvaal  District. 

Xornian  (I.    Mnii',    I'lL'sidinl , 
II,  johaniifs  Slrrci,  'l"i-()\  i'\  illc, 

JolianiK'shuro . 
lOlh  DcccmhcT,  al  Ivainali,  baptism  sci'- 
\  ices  wvrv  hrld  and  X'crnoii  Sjjcar,  Cli\c 
(ilrn  lirocklioN  en,  Alfred  Aiiluir  McKiiighl, 
Ahialiani  L\)nK'rnis  \aii  Sladcii,  Martinus 
Johannes  van  Sladcn,  Dorothea  Hermina 
jouberl,  ChrislolTe!  W'ilhani  [ohannes 
jarobs,  Martha  johaima  |acol)s,  Eileen 
Xorah  (iuceiie  \an  Staden  and  Andrew 
John  Suiherhuid  weie  baptized  and  eon- 
lirmed  members  of  the  Churcli. 
Ramah  Branch. 

Fiaricis   M.    L)onl\ ,    President, 
387,     Hii^hlantl    Road,     Kensinylon, 

Johannesburg'. 
On  Saturda}  al'ternoon,  _'c)th  December, 
J 945,  Sister  Eunice  Ladbrooke  was  married 
lo  Mr.  Albert  Thackfav  Fountain,,  recently 
discharged  from  the  forces,  at  Ramah  by 
Brothel^     Xorman     G.     Muir.  After     the 

reception  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Frank  Donl}-  the  couple  left  for  Durban. 
Their  home  A\"ill  be  in  Pictermaritzburg'. 
We  all  join  in  wishing'  them  exerv  success 
and  happiness  in  the  future.  We  are 
pleased  to  note  the  increased  attendances  at 
the  Sunday  eveiiing  services  during-  the  past 
month,  due  to  special  programmes  arranged 
b}'  the  Primary  and  Mutual  Officers.  The 
Primary  under  the  direction  of  Sister  A. 
Xinow  presented  the  tableaux  "  Star  of  the 
l^ast  "  and  the  M.I.  A.  presented  an  enjoy - 
ablle  programiiie  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
of  Januar\.  The  M.I. A.  activities  began 
with  an  enjoxable  Lunch  Basket  Social  on 
January  qth.  The  Ramah  Sunday  School 
sponsored  a  picnic  and  was  the  occasion  for 
lots  of  fun  and  a  general  good  time  for  all 
who  attended.  Brother  E\  an  P.   A\'rig'ht 

was  absent  froni  Johannesburg  during 
much  of  January  on  a  business  trip  to 
Durban,  East  L^)ndon,  Port  Elizabeth  and 
Cape  ']\)wn.  Brother  Louis  Duncan,  of 
Durban,  was  a  visitor  to  our  '  services, 
January  6th.  .Sister  Norma  Muir  spent 
her  holida\'  at  .\niersfoort.  The  marriage 
date  has  been  si-t  for  February  2nd  for 
Sister  Myrtle  Muir  and  Mr.  Harry  Sharpe. 
More  next  issue. 


Liahona   Branch. 

Ariel   T.   .Smith,    i*resident, 

61,    Xictoria    Road,    Rosetten\ille, 

Johannesburg. 

Brother  Douglas  Cbarsley  has  been 
suffering  from  a  se\ere  attack  of  broiichitis. 
.Sister  Rea  Potgieter  spent  her  vacation 
with  her  parents  in  the  Heilbron  District. 
We  are  happ\'  to  have  in  our  mi<lst  Brother 
and  Sister  Dick  Jakins  and  family;  Dick 
recently  returned  from  acti\e  service  in 
Juirope.  Our  Distrid  President  was  a 
\isitor  to  our  .Sunday  .School  during  the 
nionth. 
Pretoria  Branch. 

(Jli\er  Cow'der)  ,  J'rcsident, 
47^,    Walker    Street,    Sunnyside,    Pretoria. 

Welcome  visitors  to  our  Branch  during 
the  moiith  of  January  were  Elder  Edwin 
Jakins,  our  South  African  missionary, 
Brother  and  .Sister  Melvie  Jakins  and  son, 
and  our  District  President,  Brother  Norman 
(7.      Muir.  Brother     and     Sister     Oliver 

Cow(lei'\  and  family  had  a  \ery  enjoyable 
trip  to  the  Victoria  Falls.  Unfortunately 
Oliver  (junior)  contracted  nialaria  fever 
and  has  been  confined  to  the  General 
Hospital. 
Krugersdorp  Branch. 

David  Banfield,   President, 

-'3,    .Sterkfontein   Road,    District   Township, 

Krugersdorp. 

Sister  David  Banfield  and  son  Frank 
spent  a  well-earned  holiday  in  Cape  Town. 
Brother  aiid  .Sister  David  Banfield  announce 
the  engagement  of  their  daughter,  Eunice 
Domain,  to  Jack  le  Goff.  Our  e\eiy  best 
wishes  to  this  happy  couple. 
Sister  Joy  Goodway  has  taken  up  residence 
in  Johannesburg  since  her  husband  returned 
from  "  Up  North." 
Springs  Branch. 

Reaford.E.    Futter,   President, 
67,  5th  Street,  Springs. 

A  verv  successful  and  enjoyable  Christ- 
mas partv  and  evening's  entertaiitment 
was  given  by  the  members  of  the  .Sunday 
.School.  We  were  happy  to  have  President 
Norman  G.  Muir  and  his  wife.  Sister  Edie 
Muir,  and  their  daughter  Loraine  June  at 
the  social.  Brother  Edwin  Jakins  is 
spending    a   few    months    in    the   Transvaal 


February,   19J^6. 
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District  and  \vc  appreciate  him  making  liis 
home  in  our  Branch  part  of  the  time.  He 
was  a  speaker  in  the  evening  service,  0th 
January.  We  are  very  happy  to  report  the 
safe  return  from  "  Up  North  "  of  Brother 
Alec  Wilson  and  Brother  Sowerby  Futter; 
we  joipi  in  extending  them  a  hearty  wel- 
come home.  Brother  Johnson,  who  was 
pre\'iously  reported  injured  by  a  motor  car, 
has  recovered  sufficiently  to  leave  the  hospi- 
tal. We  welcome  back  Brother  Tom 
Hancock  after  a  three  months'  sta)  in 
Durban. 
North  Western  Branch. 

William  H.  Brummer,  President, 
T,j,  Alberts  Road,  Newlands,  Johannesbuii^. 

We  are  happ}-  to  report  the  fine  spirit  in 
our  meetings  and  the  increased  attendances. 
We  enjoyed  during  the  month  the  visits  and 
talks  of  Brother  and  Sister  Muir  and 
Brother  I.  C  Louw.  We  welcome  to  ouv 
branch  Brother  and  Sister  WalK  \an 
Staden. 
Durban  Branch. 

Louis   Duncan,    President, 
137,  Montpieller  Road,  Durban. 

W^e  are  very  happ)-  to  welcome  to  Duiban 
Sister  Mary  D.  Wiblin  and  her  children. 
The}-  came  from  Port  Elizabeth  t(3  make 
thei^  home  with  us.  Brother  and  Sister 
Dick  Jakins,  of  Margate,  visited  in  Durban 
on  their  way  to  Johannesburg  for  Christmas 
holidays.  During  the  early  part  of  January 
Brother  Duncan  was  on  a  business  trip  to 
Johannesburg  and  while  there  visited  the 
Saints    at    Ramah.  Sister    Hancock    has 

been  in   hospital   to  undergo  a  verv  serious 
operation;  our  failh  and  pra^•ers  arc  on  her 
behalf. 
Port  Hlizabeth  Branch. 

Robert   K.    F.    Doller,    President, 

18,  Caithness  Street,  \\'almer, 

Port  Elizabeth. 

Brother  Otto  Doller,  of  Naauw  pot)r;, 
spent  Christmas  holidays  in  Port  Elizabeth 
with  his  wife  and  children  and  soon  the\ 
will  take  up  their  residence  in  Naauwpoort. 
Sister  Mary  D.  W^iblin  and  three  sons  left 
lV>rt  Elizabeth,  December  -'51  h,  to  make 
their  home   in   Durban.  The   absence   of 

these  two  families  will  be  keenly  felt  in  the 
Branch.  Brother  Vince  Doller  expects  to 
transfer  to  Durban  for  nine  months  train- 
ing in  the  Docks  workshop.     Brother  Evan 


Wright  spent  two  days  in  Port  Elizabeth 
\isiling  friends  and  renewing  acquaintances 
with  I  lie  Saints.  Elder  Wright  laboured 
as  a  missionary  in  Port  Elizabeth  some 
sears    ago.  Alton    Doller,    son   of    Mary 

Doller  Wiblin,  was  baptized  December  j^th. 
Kpping  Garden  Village  Branch. 

Leslie   R.    Halsc,    President, 

Marcourt,"     .Main     Road,     Eerste    River. 

Our  congratulations  to  Brother  and  .Sister 
Henry  .Siems  upon  the  arrival  of  their  first 
child  born  15th  November,  blessed  and 
named  Richard  Rodrick  Siems,  6th  Janu- 
ary, by  Brother  Halse  y\lso  congratula- 
tions are  due  Brother  antl  Sister  Dirk 
Louw  on  the  arrival  of  their  babe,  .'8th 
December;  she  was  blessed  and  named 
Jacc|ual\n  Dawn  Louw  on  the  6th  January 
by  Biother  Halse.  The  mothers  of  these 
two  babes  are  sisters,  Irene  May  Smith 
Louw  and  Morence  Eva  Smith  .Siems. 
The  Epping  (iarden  \'illage  Sunday  School 
had  a  very  enjoyable  outing  at  the  Strand, 
December  26th. 

Mowbray  Branch. 

Thomas  Wilson,  President, 
St.  Cieorge's  \'illa,''  Forest  Road, 
Rondebosch,  C.P. 
Since  our  last  report  we  are  delighted  to 
welcome  home  from  "  L'p  North  "  Brother 
Ahin  Park  on  Januar)-  2nd,  and  Neal 
Heaiiie  on  January  3rd,  and  C}ril  Lambrick 
Januar\  j,i\\.  During  December  Sister 
Cherrett  and  Dan  and  'Iheo  were  involved 
in  an  accident  with  the  suburban  electric 
railway,  and  onlv  throu_L;h  the  most  miracu- 
lous blessings  of  our  Hea\enly  Feather  were 
their  lives  spared.  They  were  confined  to 
the  h()spital  for  several  days.  Their  car 
was  a  complete  wreck,  but  foriunatelv  they 
are  now  all  well  and  no  serious  injuries. 
Mowbra\  Scouts  conducted  a  very  success- 
ful dance,  Januarv  iith,  and  all  present  had 
an  enjoyable  evening.  Friday  evening  a 
Watermelon  Feast  was  enjoved  bv  the 
.\[.L.\.  folks  on  the  beach  at  Muizenberg. 
Cape  District  Conference  has  been  planned 
for  Sunday,  February  the  loth  ;  all  members 
of  the  District  are  expected  to  be  in  attend- 
ance. The  organization  of  the  District 
Presidencv  and  the  reorganization  of  the 
Mowbray  Branch  Presidencv  will  be  part  of 
the  business  of  the  Conference. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

March,   1946 

SACRAMENT   OEM. 

Oil  happy  hour!    Communion  sweet! 
When   chikh'en,   Iriends  and   teachers  meet, 
And   in   rt'menil)rancx'  of  His  i^raee, 
L'niU'    in    sweetest    son^s   of   praise. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

Let  the  words  oi'  jiiy  mouth,  and  the 
mecHtation  of  my  heart,  be  acceptable  in  thy 
sis^ht,  O  Lord,  my  strength,  and  my 
rcHJet-mer. 

Psalms   J9  :  14. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

"  He  that  speaketh  of  himself  seeketh 
liis  own  i^lory  :  but  he  that  seeketh  his  glory 
that  sent  him,  the  same  is  true,  and  no  un- 
righteousness   is    in    him. 

John  7:18. 

SENIORS. 

Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God 
and  the  Father  is  this,  To  visit  the  father- 
less and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to 
keep  himself   unspotted  from   the  Avorld. 

James   i  :2'j. 

JUNIORS. 

'J'he  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beg'inning  of 
wistlom,  a  good  understanding  have  all  they 
that  do  his  commandments. 

Psalm   III  :io. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

l{nter  ve  in  at  the  strait  gate  :  for  wide 
is  the  gate,  and  broad  -is  the  way,  that 
leadeth  to  destruction,  and  many  there  be 
which   go  in  there  at. 

Matt.  7  :i3. 

PRIMARY. 

For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  correcteth  ; 
even  as  a  father  the  son  in  whom  he 
delighteth. 

Pro\erbs   3:12. 

'  KINDERGARTEN 

r>\en    I,    a   tiny  child, 
Can  help  someone  lo-dav. 
I   can   make  my  parents  glad, 
If  quickly  I  obey. 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
March,    1946 

'•HONESTY" 

"T'H1']R1']  are  three  necessary  elements  in 
'  llie  success  of  a  boy's  life  which  are: 
honest),  industr)-,  and  ability.  Of  these 
three  elements  honesty  is  the  most  im- 
portant. In  the  ups  and  downs  of  life  a 
man  max  become  iinancialiy  ruined  ;  disaster 
may  o\ertake  him  and  destroy  every  mate- 
rial thing  he  owns,  but  he  cannot  be  ruined 
morally  for  honesty  will  ne\er  perish. 
"  He  that  walketh  uprighth',  walketh 
surely,"  declares  the  Holy  Writ. 

The  story  is  told  of  a  clerk  in  a  Boston 
di'partment  store  who  was  asked  by  the 
proprietor  why  a  lady  customer  had  not 
■made  a  purchase,  "  Because,  sir,  she 
wanted   Middlesex  cloth,"   said  the  clerk. 

And  why  did  }Ou  not  show  her  the  next 
pile,  and  call  them  Middlesex?  "  asked  the 
trader. 

Because,  sir,  I  knew  they  were  not 
Middlesex,"  was  the  answer  of  the  honest 
clerk. 

Voung  man,"  said  the  merchant,'  "  if 
you  are  so  particular  and  cannot  bend  a 
little  to  circumstances,  you  will  never  do 
for  me." 

\'ery  well,  sir,  if  I  must  tell  falsehoods 
in  order  to  keep  my  place,  I  must  lose  it ; 
that  is  all." 

He  left  the  store  and  became  a  leading 
merchant  in  a  western  city,  while  his  dis- 
honest employer  became  a  bankrupt  and 
died  in  poverty.  "  A  shadv  business  never 
yields  a  sunny  life,"  sa^-s  the  maxim. 
Nothing-  is  profitable  that  is  dishonest.  The 
Lord  requires  as  strict  honesty  in  business 
as  in  the  Church  ;  there  is  no  compromise. 
Honesty  in  our  dealings  with  others; 
honesty  in  the  things  we  speak  ;  honestv  in 
our  observance  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom  ;  in 
the  law  of  tithing ;  honesty  in  the  ob- 
servance of  the  Sabbath  day ;  in  daily  secret 
prayer  ;  honesty  in  our  personal  habits — all 
of  these  are  worthy  and  will  tend  to  make 
honesty  habitual,  for  an  honest  boy  makes 
the  honest  man. 

Deseret  Neivs. 


Februaiy,   1946. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 
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Jh£  Last  Laugh  *' 


12)17  @®QJ1,^ 


Out. 

Visitor:  "  Aae  you  tlu'  executive  officer!-'  i'ni 
Mrs.  Jones.  1.  have  a  i^raiidsoii  serviiij^  here 
in  your  Iiospital." 

Executive,  officer:  "  Yes,  yes,  I  know,  niadaii). 
He's  away  on  leave  just  now  attendiujf  your 
I'uneral." 

Hospital  Courier. 

D     D 

Pal. 

Hi:  "I  didn't  know  you  suffered  witli 
rheumatism. " 

Si:   "  Sure.     WJiat  else  can  you  do  with  it  !■"  " 
Siigarliouse    J?ulletin. 

□  B 

Service. 

Too  many  of  us  conduct  our  lives  on  the 
cafeteria    plan — seii'-service    only. 

Sunshine   Majia/.ine. 

a    a 

Test. 

A  friend  that  isn't   in  need  is  a  friend  indeed. 

□  Q 

Cache. 

.lasper:  "1  have  hidden  all  my  savings  iu  my 
mattress." 

Joan:    "What's  the   idea?" 

Jasper:  "  I  want  my  money  where  I  can  fall 
bat'k  on  it." 

Progressive  Opinion. 


Order. 

Krosii  :  "I'd  like  to  see  some  allijiator 
shoes." 

Krosh :  "What  size  does  your  alligator 
wear  i 

Hospital  C*ourior,  adapted. 
B     □ 

Boring. 

Chapell  (visiting  new  dentist  for  the  first 
time)  :  "  Have  vou  been  a  dentist  very  long. 
Doc?  "  ■  ■ 

Dentist:  "No,  I  was  a  riviter  till  I  got  too 
nervous  to  work  up  high." 

Case  and  Comments. 


Different. 

"Do    you    go    to    school,    honey?"'    a    sailor 
asked   his   sweetie's  kid  sister. 

"  Xaw,"    snapped    the   child.    "  J"m    sent." 

Navv  News. 
0    Q 

Two. 

Women's   faults   are   many, 
Mi'n  have  only  two ; 
J^'.very thing  they  say, 
And   everything  they  do. 

Hospital  Courier. 

□  □ 

Ahead. 

"  When    George    Washingt<jn    was    your    age, 
son,    he  was  a  surveyor." 

"  And    when   he   was   your   age.    Dad,    he   was 
President.'' 

Sunshine  Magazine. 
Q     Q 

Easy. 

"  How    tlid    you    linil    the    weather    while    you 
W(;re  away  ?  " 

"  1  just   stepped  outside,   and  there  it  was. I' 
Sinishine  Magazine. 

□  □ 

Operation. 

"  Why  is  he  pacing  up  and  down   in   front  of 
the  house  ?  " 

"  Poor   chap,    lies    awfully    worried    about   his 
wife." 

"  Why,   what's   she  got?  " 
"  The  car." 

Hospitiil    Courier. 
Q    □ 

Soft. 

.lohn :    "  T   fell   and    hit   my    lu'ad   against  the 
piajio." 

James:   "Didn't  you   hurt  yourself.''" 
John:    "No.   I  hit  the  soft  pedal." 

Boys  Life. 

□  Q 

.Toe:    "  It   looks   like  you   got  <heated  on   this 

diamond." 

Moe :    "Not    me.        I    know    my    onions.'' 
.Toe:     "  Mayl)e.     but     yon     don't    know     your 

carats." 
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THANKSGIVING 


Wlll-;\  tb.c  1.1)1(1  in  thcsi-  days  ic-' 
annouiicfd  llu'  jjrini-'iplcs  writlfii 
iiilo  the  Ti'ii  C'ommaiulim'nls,  In-  added  to 
ihvm  ihc  following: — 

"  Thou  shall  thank  ihc  Lord  thy  (lod  in 
all   ihiiii^s."    (D.    and   C.    59:7.) 

In  doinj^  so,  llic  .\lmii^■hl^  elevated  the 
principle  of  i^ralilude  lo  a  hitih  position, 
and  promised  us  i^real  blessings  both  in  this 
world  and  in  the  world  to  come,  if  we  would 
honoui'  it. 

To  slill  further  emphasize  this  tlious^hl  in 
the  minds  of  his  children  the  Lortl  said, 
"  He  who  receixeth  all  thini^s  with  thank- 
fulness will  be  made  ijlorious  ;  and  the 
things  of  this  earth  shall  be  added  unto  him 
even  an  hundred  fold,  \ea  more."  (D.  and 
C.   78:19.) 

When  the  Sain  is  were  commanded  to 
build  the  Kirtland  Temple  the  Lord  said 
the\-  were  to  prepare  it  "  that  there  ma}-  be 
a  house  built  unto  me  .  .  .  for  a  place  ol 
thanksgixing  for  all  Saints." 

When  the  Saints  were  coming  west  under 
the  leadership  of  l^righam  ^'ouno•,  the  Lord 
again- ga\e  re\  elation  lo  them  commanding 
them  to  be  thankful  for  the  blessings  the}' 
receixe.    (D.    and   C    i^bi-'S.) 

(rralitude  is  one  of  the  trails  of  genuine 
character.  It  is  ]3art  of  the  di\ine  which 
is  in  us,  a  part  of  the  essential  goodness 
which  makes  up  the  strength  of  e\erv  man. 
It  is  a  measure  of  appreciation.  It  is  a 
mai'k  of  understanding,  a  recognition  of  a 
need,  an  acknowledgment  of  a  need  lul- 
hlled. 

Each  of  us  has  much  for  which  to  be 
grateful.  Has  anyone  yet  fully  appreciated 
all  that  our  mothers,  for  instance,  have 
done  for  us;  all  the  hours  they  have  toiled 
for  us;  their  tenderness  and  care  in  times 
of     illness  ;     the     wav     thev     have     led     and 


clotlu'd  us;  theii'  anxiet\  to  insure  our  suc- 
c<'ss  in  lilc-;  their  care  in  teaching  us  the 
existence  oJ  (iod  and  our  dut\'  to  him.  Do 
we  fully  appreciate  the  \alue  of  our  homes? 
Do  we  understand  the  \alue  of  the  g(X)d 
name  with  which  our  parents  have  blessed 
us?  Do  we  understand  that  we  owe  to  our 
forebears  who  made  great  sacrifices  that  we 
may  enjoy  the  comforts  that  we  do  to-day? 
Do  we  fully  appreciate  the  spiritual  heri- 
tage which  we  enjoy? 

True  happiness  in  the  last  analysis  rests 
in  true  character.  There  never  was  a  great 
character  who  was  not  de\'oted  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  gratitutle.  The  sin  of  ingratitude 
is  not  alone  a  failure  to  express  thanks,  it 
is  an  accumulation  of  manv  other  sins  which 
ha\  e  made  us  hard,  and  selfish  and  grasp- 
ing.      Only  the  selfish  are  ungrateful. 

How  can  we  express  our  gratitude  in  ful- 
filment of  the  commandmeuis  of  the  Lord. 
We  can  do  so  b\-  learning  to  appreciate 
what  our  blessings  have  cost  someone  be- 
sides oursehes,  and  recognizing  that  no  one 
of  us  is  self-sufficient  but  that  all  life  is 
after  all  a  co-operati\e  matter.  \\'e  can 
also  begiii  our  gratitude  by  discovering  for 
ourselves  how  much  we  owe  to  God,  for  in 
the  last  analysis  it  is  bv  his  grace  that  we 
enjoy  all  things.  Then  with  this  under- 
standing we  can  give  thanks  to  our  fellow- 
men  who  help  us — not  forgetting  our 
parents — and  then  getting  on  our  knees  be- 
fore almighty  God,  we  can  thank  him  for 
his  kindness  to  us.  But  gratitude  goes 
farther    yet.  It     must    be    expressed     in 

heartfelt  serv  ice,  both  tt)  our  fellowmen  and 
to  God,  doing  all  we  can  to  give  others 
cause  for  gratitude,  and  in  our  finite  way, 
thank  the  Lord  by  doing  his  will. 

—  Editorial,   Dcscrct  Xcws,  Church  Section. 
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